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Mn. Cu airman ash Demmjatrs Cox- 

IMKlNIi THIS INTKKStlTR Levee 
AND Ul'Tl.KT l'KN'1 JCVt'IOS ! 

iittfuro proceeding with my address. I 
1 1 ii vi- ii request to make, i f there is a 
Stogie man in this lmge audience preheat 
tiini is; opposed to levees be will please 
rise from ids sen I,. The request was re- 
1 1. -Hi ii], mid the result was that not n am- 
ple mini rose.. I thank you, gentlemen, 
1 hope ihat the few papers of the Valley 
l hat have I ii si, fit 1 1 on tn is re pre semi tig us 
will hereafter tell llie truth concerning 
what we do advocate, 

l-']>.i,i,ow-CrrizK.Ns— We should thank 
God that light is dawning at last, after a 
Itlp Van Winkle sleep of lifteen years in 
the Valley, We must also admit that 
wr. have been quietly fanned during our 
ala p. so mu^ii so that nothing would 
amuse us from our slumbers but a com- 
pile burial of a large area of the Valley 
with the lluod waters descending the Mis- 
sissippi, 

hill 

I 
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Permit me to say we are pr.md toatsi it. 
to-dav that there is a etnas who call no 
ma 1 1 master, that rive wlillnu to use their 
own reasoning power, without asking 
permission of aoy clique out su-callej sci- 
entists, who are proud to carry a collur 
wltii their owmr s name written large 
thereoo. We expect sumo to continue).; 

Side with lie- levee and jetty rtrjff, m <] In 
Iiiil t themselves that they are always with 
thai putty thai- lias looked to lis own dr.- 
sides, and a» for the people. In the langu- 
age of Mr Vatiderbilt. ■- the people be 

damned!" To ijuestiou Captain Bads 1 
ability and wisdom in matters pertaining 

to the jetlv mid levee problem Is Donald' 
ered by sunm to be rank blasphemy, and 
nothing short of it. Knds was the aclen- 

lllie Mahomet at. whote shrine the all- 
levee men worshipped, and hence, to In* 
I L tiKtl ■■ any doubt as to tils infallibility is 
lii call down upon ourselves the whole 
pack. "Traj." '■Blanche" and "'Sweet- 
heart." in yelpiits chorus. 



tin Uk' ITUl Ji April. lHtM. I was in- 
vited to address the Chamber of Com- 
merce on the subject of outlets. My fe- 
rn arks lu tills intelligent body assembled, 
while full}' appreciating the com pi I men I 
Implied in the Invitation. I look It, for 
granted that the Intelligent members of a. 
highly respected commercial body natu- 
rally desired to hear both sides of a very 
Important iiiiesiinii. Involving u problem, 
i.h'- solution of whlah is vital to the clti 
and the entire Valley. 

We present to the world to-day the 
stupid spectacle of a people who have 
deliberately obstructed the discharge tf u 
mighty river 3184 miles In, length, tnd 
coo lined Its outgoing to an outlet filled 
•with millions of urns of rocks , placed to 
construct, jetties, to concentrate the 
waters through the South Pass, and men 
wonder how the vast i inutility of mud 
and sand bourne by tills mlehty stream 
la gradually tilling Up and raising the bed 
of the river. 

True It Is that our scientific friends who 
control the Levee Commission, and the 
expenditures of the millions annually 
voted for the river, boldly declare that 
this Is simply a delusion; and so they go 
on building levees higher and higher 
every year to demonstrate the correctness 
of their theory and the perpetuation 6* 
their occupation, "Science hath Its bub- 
bles as the waters hath, and this of 
them." Will our poor deluded people 
never learn that science has its false 
prophets, as well as rrllgloii, and that 
when we give up out right or private 
judgment, and submit ourselves to the 
dictation of a few mediocrities who have 
labeled themselves scientists. It Is & clear 
case of the blind leading the hi I ltd and 



plunging into the ditch with the inevita- 
ble result. 

There never was a time when the peo- 
ple so needed strong, able men -strong 
enough to be able to rise above cliques 
and combinations, never mind how 
strongly Intrenched, and who, seeking the 
gonerul good, would demand of the scien- 
tific Levee Commission that it submit Its 
assured facts to the test of experiment. 
That it allow proof or disproof as to the 
constant rise of the bed of the river, 
under their bungling and stupid all-lever 
theory. 

To reject combining outlets with a per- 
fect levee system In the State ol Louisiana 
is to admit Lo the world that we are all 
scientifically hypnotised and held spell- 
bound by our all levee advocates from 
one season to the next. 

The planters of the valley— tbelr true 
condition: Having submitted patiently 
ior fifteen years to the judgment of men 
supposed to be actuated by the best of 
motives lu the welfare of the present ami 
Tutu re generations to come, did not real- 
lite until they were reduced to poverty the 
enormity of their situation. The litera- 
ture of the jetty and levee organs was 
magnified to that, extent that we Ima- 
gined that nothing but milk and honey 
would llow In the Valley. 

When the jetty company was organised 
ll was doubtless their intention to make It 
a paying job; Influential papers must be 
controlled to educate the people to any 
standpoint that would be essential to 
their Interests. 

The history of the manner of construct 
lug the jetties Is too well known to re- 
quire repeating. When the work was 
completed sufficiently to expect results WO 



Imagine the company was greatly sur- 
prised when they found that the scouring 
prr cess did not progress ns ok poo ted. 

What next. A line of explosives wjis 
laid In tlie Pass to supplement the scour- 
ing process. When laid It was expected 
that umit results would be accomplished 
by the jellies — oh, no! by explosives. 
Finally the electric button was spntwr 
and up went, the water to an unknown 
height. The Inspection that followed re- 
vealed the fact that explosives would not 
lilnw mil, a channel, What next? The 
in iijji moth dredgehoat, was ordered, and 
no channel was obtained until the dredge- 
boat cut it, and we will find that this 
sun c boat is In commission at the Pass to 
this day. Now the .Jetty Company, I 
charge, are the promoters of this all-levee 
system; they advocated the closing of all 
outlets and the turning of Red River into 
Ibe Mississippi River (to deepen the 
channel). Oh, no; it was for the purpose 
of elevating the Hood level to give lu 
creased current through the Passes, hop- 
ing that by the increased rlevatlon of the 
Hood water they would get increased ve- 
locity for their scouring absurdity. The 
elevation, we all well know, would give 
a greater and Increased current. 

Now the elevation of our levees to their 
present height and the prolonging of the 
discharge of the Howl waters to the Gulf 
for the want of sulllclent outlets causes 
the water to remain against our levees six 
and seven months, and the consequence Is 
if we escape a crevasse our crops are de- 
stroyed by seepage water. 

Why should the State of Louisiana or 
the entire Valley object to quickly pass- 
ing the vast volume of water lhai an- 
nually descend! to the Gulf? Is there a 



man nmong us that disputes our ability 
to do this, from either side of the river 
below the mouth of K'-d River? 

Now we not only pass the witter by in- 
creasing the discharges (n less time, but 
think of the mi 1 1 Inns of dollars saved to 
the Sllate by reducing the annual strain 
upon our levees by shortening the period 
of pressure, at the same time obviate the 
raising of the levies beyond the limit of 
s:if>'ly in human life. 

At the s,v*fne time the waters remaining 
on the DMi oral banks for a luss period 
they would not be dissolved and slide 
Into niektream, as Is the case now from 
wat'-rs standing lor months every year. 
When drainage is combined with on? 
levee sjsti-ip. then we can proclaim to the 
worUl, lu the language of Captain T. P. 
Leathers, in a speech delivered at Ilaton 
Rouge: " T r i m u p y ou r le v ees , pi ace Ro - 
setta gravel or Asphalt on top of same, 
and give to the ladies a promenade, walk 
and drive, " 

With a thorough system of outlets our 
levees would be permanent, less caving 
banks and fewer changes tn our levee 
tines. 

Captain Ends, In his report, advised the 
closing of the AtehafaWja by placing 
sills or draws across the stream, so as to 
stop it from enlarging and to kree gradu- 
ally the waters of the Red River into the 
Mississippi River. The reasons assigned 
for iluing so were that when Red River 
emptied lis entire volume of water Into 
the Mississippi we hail higher banks, that 
the bottom was cut out and by the addi- 
tional Ilow of water from I lie Red River 
Into the Mississippi again the channel 
would be Improved by doing so, 

Now did Captain Eada lose sight of the 






1 act that when ll-il River was pouring i's 
entire volume of water into the Missis- 
sippi liiivr. that all aai!rt.< nn ieiih u/mi, 
giving free and rapid discharge of water 
Into the Gulf? Hid he forget the fact 

that 8S,QQ0,0Ofl worth of obstructions had 
been placed lit, thy Passes for the benefit 
of New Orleans' Old he Bupflose, or his 
associates, that everybody would close 
their eyes Mid refuse to look back a rut 
remind the present generation why it was 
that the Mississippi River could carry to 
the Gulf Its own witters and that of Ki 6 
River nod its toibutttTl^Al ¥«s, yes, turn 
Red River Into the Mississippi River, 
with u!l natural millets closed by IftveftX, 
ami the mouth of the river damned up by 
wing dams, and the millions of Inns of 
ballast that is dumped at the Passes tot 
the past fifteen years for the purpose of 
forcing nil the v.ater possible into PonUi 
Pass, what a spectacle woitlo lie pii- 
sented to our o»cp happy and lodeprn- 
deot people, 

What mac capable of finding any Cidl- 
log in lire omtld cull all this rut science? 
Was It outlets tlmt gave tire Mississippi 
River the deep chauael that Captain Bad* 
referred to when Red River emptied into 
the MtSSimlppi, (outlets la those days 
drew the water from tk» bottom of the <■■'"<■ 
ax ut.ll ax Iram lh>- hi>.) Everv outlet cur- 
ried its purl li in i f miii 1 nod sand to ollf 
liiw lure's and marshes, and the water to 
the Gulf almost clear. 

Prlends of the Valley, *tap nod think i 
11a vi' you not rot litis past, leu years 
worked manfully fur your own downfall? 
line.? j on dftt aided liberally with voor 
time and money lit eri'Ctln:; m s -n n u;i i ■ 1 » 
ilia' will ■■[ !im! oi niaiiy r! ■•■ ■■ in 
pointed at. by y< ur u'-aiidchiidren as 1 1 j r ■ 



cause of your loss of grand estates in the 
Mississippi Valley, by rejectlm/ lie' out- 
let system lu combination with our lover? 
system? 

Is there any deep-laid schemit to aileci 
thu prosperity of the present owners or 
the former owners of grand estates'; Why 
should intelligent men allow the mouth 
of the river to be molested? Was it for 
the purpose of elevating the Hood waters 
higher each year against our levees l» 
more, effectually destroy planting inter- 
ests ASd ridueo the present owners to 
want and beggary, and by sodotug foreign 
capital would the sooner step ) n and take 
possession of homes and ii res ides" 

Let tne warn you, friends of the Valley ■ 
cattllal will be distributed tor the pur- 
pose of buying all lauds offered for two- 
thirds less than Lie lr former value. When 
; our lands pass into the liaads of a few 
promoters of your loss and rub you will 
see a treat change come over Iheto. They 
will no longer Suppress tne fact that all 
rivers leveed with no nutlets soon fill up. 
They will discover without, the aid of ihe 
River Commission thai to pass the waters* 
to the Gulf quickly we must adopt thu 
nutlet system. 

We Mivr open the great commerce 
artery, we must bleed h*t fr sly to save. 
nor friends. If something Is not done 
our homes will pass into strangers' hands, 
who will enjoy security, health and 

U full ll, 

They #11] leacl you how simple it Is to 
pass the waters to the Gu'f, with levoei 
repaired and raised to proper levels and 
Sufficient drainage to pass the water* 
quickly to the Golf, happiness and pros- 
perity will follow to til' «St! win hold mi 
until the work Is completed 



Every one will be more or less sub- 
jected to [usees. Manufacturing intcri sts 
tn New Orleans and the Valley will suffer 
until Capitalists decide that, they lire sat- 
isfied to unclPS the wheals of progress by 
removing the embargo placed by Captain 
Bads and company, This Is a very disa- 
greeable subject to the all-levee builders. 
Ni'v.-i'l li'-li ;s ilicy mius' submli 60 lm* 
proveinents that will secure i not action. 
Outlets weinusf have, for the Valley shall 
hi' redeemed and rcsousti from men who 
are actuated by the sixc of their pockets 
i'i lmlil the boodle derived from t.he so- 
eallrd science of tin- present day, that Is 
bringing ruin and devastation to so many 
oaoe happy homes. We do Lot expect 
dt-vastatiltg overflows every year. To 
have overflows now every Vetir In the. 
Iowt tint ft is if mi- for I tit; people tn act, 
and us long as wt continue tooontpaet the 
jfri'iil volume of water we will elevate the 
Hood height, Itll the bottom up turn con- 
lime- to elevate iba tevaes to the end of 

ItllLI', 

The Stales bordering on the Mississippi 
rherare sovereign States, and "it. is the 
duly of their Assemblies to protect the 
Si:tii;,' Interest by looking into this job, 
I'nlsU'd on the pei pie of the Valley. We 
are willing that the government shall 
continue to devote special supervision 
over tlit! work mapped out for the build- 
ing of levees, and we are grateful for the 

favors so liberally bestowed. We are 
Horry, however, that St.. Louis, Memphis, 
Yk'ksburg and New Orleans enii not fur- 
nish suitaule ht.'idipiartera for the River 
Commission. To he located in New York 
it most imposi hardships that, we regret 
very much. 
The jetty acfl levee organs j iib^shed in 



New Orleans represent, It is said, over 
3000 State and govern went engineers and 
levee officials. This little army is able to 
furnish to tb"ir papers many soap-bubble 
theories to keep up their fences. They 
evidently are trying to pattern after the 
engineers of China, Thoy do know that 
as long as they can prevent outlets the 
levees must be raised to the end of time. 

As tor the Improvement of navigation 
a oijkjlthu fa lie k was never played on 
earth. The miserable farce of Improving 
navigation by filling up the bed of the 
river, by dumping stone, driving piling 
to fovm mud and sand bars, closing out- 
lets to elevate the Hood waters. The 
great Engineer on high gave to this great 
river inh'ts anil outlets. The outlets 
were formed for the discharge of the silt 
to our low lands. It is outlets that deepen 
the channel by drawing oil the mud and 
sand. We are tired of being insulted by 
false statements that are belflg heralded 
by men who have only cne object in 
view— men calling themselves engineers 
havi, the impudence to assert that outlets 
fill up the bed of the river. 

Let us inform those bright lights that 
the Mississippi River disch;u-gtd through 
outlets and the mouth for Ave thousand 
j ears before they saw the light of day* 
A dime museum should employ all such 
mm The object lessons we (earn how 
is to improve all inlets and el use up al' 
nutlets. This Is called science. 

In the name of high Ueavtn, where 
are wo drifting? 

May thtt Strong arm of our State gov- 
ernments, having .jurisdiction in the Val- 
ley save us front further rtevuStalion by 
or*I< ring that outlets shall bemads to Im- 
prove navigation and deepen the bed of 
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Hi'- river, and tower (In- Hood level* that 
we may save the Valley 10 our people, 
Hi it. is being dally rendered less secure 
i"i' habitation ta«h year. Delay In de- 
maniting thi lowering or the Bond lev* 
moans deal ruction .md the abandonment 

iif your 1 j l u .■ i ■ - - . 

Will our State officials of [xMifsl&a* 

"inbuilt t<i the Culling of the cann) acnjj-s 
Can's point ami allow lL<- Red River to 
he. forced in)" the Mississippi RlverT! 

['reparations are being made to do this, 
and sot one word ot protest do we hear. 
What docs this mean - ' AHatt Mi is. mil 
''.■'-II.'.,, and the work of destruction is 
Inevitable. The coast plantations- -their 
former grandeur — will be in »wj and 
i torj . 

The jetty job will cost the people in th'- 
Valley «if they possess if something is 
itol (lone to sii>i i this suicidal monkey 
btistness. 

The levws built we must, maintain, and 
we can no' dispense with them. 

The jet lie* we do not <1eslve to remove 
fiy any means, as it would be Impossible 
in do so, and as the channel is 6COCIIEP 
by a dredge In ml. it matters n«t In the 
people how it Is done so lone us it Is 
dune. 

U'i- are surely wise enough to combine 
sufficient drainage to overcome all obsta- 
eli 9 to the discharge of the water rapidly 
tu the Gulf, and leave the jetty science 
free in all it? glory, and to do and darn up 
in their hearts' content. When the plant 
iiij; Interest of the Valley is free from its 
withering h'ijjhi then the Inhabitants 
may toot for restoration. May we mil 
reflect fora menaeal sad be reminded that 
Reason, man 9 highest, greatest gift from 
Mil- Ctv.iii.r. it, iii-M subject to conditions'. 
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and if we fail to exercise the faculty we- 
are prepared to become slavish tools of 
the designing and knavfsh. 

When we realize how few men think 
for themselves we readily understand 
hnw a multitude ean be. led t.n the very 

vpvgo of ruin for years, yea centuries, and 
be in tin i -need to aid in their own down- 
fall with thi tr lime and their money- 
Last year wi- had iwelve ci-evasses, 
Five remained open and discharged water 
that did not return to the Mississippi 
[liver. The priii oi pal crevasses were mi 
the east bank of the river, between New 
Orleans and Baton Bongs. The volume 
of water passing through these breaks 
was carefully measured and is reported, 
The tola! discharge was 2iiT.SSfi cubic 
feel per second, equal to all the waters 
reported passing Helena during the whole 
month Of December. Now In the face of 
all these facJs we have men among us 
who have made the assertion that the 
Itond waters iu the lower part of the 
river were not lowered by this excessive 
discharge of water. Comment Is unnec- 
essary. We leave that class of men u> 
their utter and hopeless hypnotic spell 
It. Is time for thinking men to come to the 
ftont and sav this devastation shall cease, 
that the Mississippi Valley shall be re- 
claimed and be made to bloom yearly 
with the abundance that Its soil will pro- 
duee when properly drained. 

Emigration ! Emigration I Why, bless 
your soul, the wealth of nations would 
be thrown into this great Valley. 

All eyes of the nation have looked and 
longed lor the lime to come when a SSBBt" 
ble and rational plat] shall be adopted, 
and the nation's verdict, il left to a vote, 
would hi- to combine drainage with the 



!>-v.-.' system as the only way tn give 
lasting and permanent protection. I say 
to one ami nil. send no man to the Legis- 
lature or Congress who will not demand 
the only way to Improve navigation and 
reclaim the lands from overflow and lie. 
va station. 

Anil i" those who uce clamoring lor 
Immigration as the remedy tor all QW 
WOea, let it be proclaimed loudly that Im- 
migration will never come until we have 
complied with the drat prerequisite — 
Safety for home and property In this 
great Valley. 

In conclusion, I am In favor of a deep 
water outlet to the sea, wnfl readily sub- 
scribe to all the advantages claimed for It 
by Its most enthusiastic advocates. To 
maintain it deep channel at the mouth of 
this river will require the expenditure of 
vast sums ol' money to the end of lime. 
A deep canal w 111 solve the problem. The 
ship-lettds of stone dumped at the mouth, 
from year to year. -will elevate the Hood 
oetj/ht, and keep the outflow seeking and 
making new channels. Vim may place 
all the stone to be found in the Western 
States at the mouth and the water of thih 
great river will (ja to the sea, notwith- 
standing, 

Now let the voice of the people ascend 
from the Valley to the hill tuns, pro- 
claiming that we have submitted lout; 
enough. Our starving women and chil- 
dren, with uplifted eyes, are appeal in" Lei 



tts to-day, saying cive us protection for 
our homes, and we will not, bee for 
bread. 

And we appeal to our Government for 
all the aid possible for maintaining a good 
levee system. And we beg the combin- 
ing of outlets at such points as will in- 
sure the lowering of the flood waters and 
Sf-oure the rapid discharge of the same to 
the fJulf. 

And may the Great Ruler of the t'ni- 
verse Inelli.e our hearts and minds to do 
and reLomiiiend for the best interest of 
our people, who have WAITED so 1'A- 
TiEVriA lor results promised that we now 
See will never be consummated until 
levees and outlets are combined, 

G. H. TICHBNOLC, 



The Daily N, U. States, at the inc. p- 
lionof an able editorial, says: 

" That a survey should he made ucder 
the auspices of the War Department, in- 
dependently and exclusive of the Missis- 
sippi River Commission, and that m. 
engineer or other attache or Individual 
appendage of that body shall take pan 
in it. 

"We suggested this condition, not be- 
cause we question the integrity or ability 
of the members of the Com mission, but 
because they are absolutely wedded to 
me all levee system and will tolerate no 
opposition to. or criticism of, their hobby.' 



THE OUTLET SYSTEM. 

Address of Caplnln T. P. Leathers t<> the delegates in.ieitdltiL' the Convention 

for the improvement Of the Western "Waterways, field In 

New Orleans, April '.", ISBJ. 



Gkktlemes — You are assembled here 
to-day to discuss unci act upon one (if tie- 
greatest problems of i.hc- age. For many 
fears the ({uestlon as to Sne most practical 
and eifeetlve method til Improving our 
great waterway lovs been agitated, and 
the various schemes uf science and expe- 
rience, His applicable to this magnificent 
avenue of oommenv. urged with vigor on 
the people, us well as upon their repre- 
sentatives at the National Capital. That 
this question of substantia) unci perma- 
nent improvement is still, a debatable one. 
Is amply evidenced in the fact th:it the 
Mississippi River, despite the large sums 
>ii money from year to year appruprtiu.nl 
to It, the uoi) tin uo us application of sui- 
ence in its behalf, etc.. is to-day, as far an 
Us navigable features and ine nu fairing 
regularity of its das tractive floods are 
concerned, considerably worse ofl" thai: it 
has ever been within the recollection of 
the oldest and most observing Inhabitant 
of the Valley H.id it been other wise, 
had the purposes for which these large 
sums have been annually and liberally 
ex pen' led been accomplished even in part, 
there would be no necessity fur this con- 
vention, and you, gentlemen, would be at 
home attending other and perhaps more 
pleasant duties. 

Considering the importance and magni- 



tude of the subject discussed, and the 
ends sought to be attained IhWe can no' 
possibly he too lull tvi'i comprehensive an 
expression of views on the policy to V 
pDrsned on the Improvement 'if the great 
thoroughfare of the Valley, His, there- 
fore, meet, and proper (but the views and 
experience of those wjjo bftve faith In the 
work of the Rtvev Commission, as well as 
those who favor the appllciiUon of the 
outlet system and all the systems, and the 
men of intelligent observation, whose 

!,\ -s ! r, i- i t. ,-j ■ iii ..;i 1,1 r i ,|) 1 1,., bosom 

Of tbe father of Waters or along its 
bankh, and win 'si- currents, caprices, high 

and low Stages, have been their oonstitnl 
study, and the O'-iter part o> their euuea 
lion lor thai mailer, ad should be hearo 
on tola occasion mid tle-lr testimony piveii 
that consideration one H as hearing upnii 

ii perfeui soliftlun oi lob great qonstlon at 

issue. For a period covering Considerably 
over forty years I have been a friend oi 
Hit; Mississippi Kner, and in return it has 
been my best friend, On Its surface 
1 1 oats my slock in trade. I have no in- 
terests that are not identified with It. 
Along lis banks I have built my home 
and reared my children, and all I have 
now or may expict to have in lutiire Is 
inseparably llnki.d with the substantial 
a nd permanent welfare of the Mississippi 
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lt kit. Hence, when 1 say that this great 
highway of commerce is loib.y in a 
v/ur,v condition, praeUcally speaking, 
than it h:is ever been within the knowl- 
edge of Lhu present generation, the rati- 
ttve which prompts the allegation should 
lii' at least considered an honest, one. Tn 
whiLt cause, yon ask, do you attribute the 
tat.' high water in the lower Valley 1 To 
which 1 will most emphatically make 
answer, that there are two great causes 
for this tumble: the one, stopping up th<> 
mouth f fT the river; an. 3 the other, clos- 

tug up the nutlets which have heretofore 
usslsttfl In carrying off the surplus witter 
in times ol Hour!. 

Tli" re is nut a mau lu Hfss'siippt or 
Louisiana tvhit Is old enough to remem- 
ber BO iivtfllow without the assistance of 
the upper Mississippi and Missouri. Un- 
nl the mouths of the river were Stopped 
up, the Ohio was never regarded as a con- 
tributory cause to the floods in the lower 
Valley. Yet, disastrous Roads of 1S82, 
1883 and IS.fi were entirely from the 
Ohio, other big streams which hud been 
liwgu contributors In former years being 
closed up. And, again, there Is not a 
mau la Louisiana who Is old enough to 
remember a dangerous rise in the river, 
vhlcli liegan at the month and ■■ Men, i.- ! 
upwards. Vet, this has been the case 
during the past lew years. Forty years 
ago levees were quite unnecessary, and 
wholly unknown, in both Tensas and 
Concordia parlslw. To-day, a six-foot 
levee is found to be .utally Inadequate. 

If I were consulted as to a proper rem- 
edy tor the troubles from which the lower 
Valley Is til present suffering. I would 
most assuredly suggest the application of 
the outlet system, Let the jetty system 



remain as il Is, for. although It has failed 
to accomplish what its friends claim for 
It, It has neverth -less done some good, 
even to the detriment of the river at 
large* Turn out education and science 
for a white, and open up Haquemtne and 
I'.onnet Carre if you will. But the prin- 
cipal relief, however. Is locai-ed ten miles 
below New Orleans, through Lake 
Borgae, where e.vists the principal trou- 
ble. There are only five miles between 
the lake and the river, and in this dis- 
tance there is a fall of fifteen feet. In my 
judgment this outlet will afford perma- 
nent and substantial relief to the entire 
Valley, But scientific men, who Worii 
out their problems on paper, allege lam 
an outlet at Lake Rorgne would shoal the 
river between there and the mouth so as 
i" practically destroy Its usefulness as a 
navigable stream. There exist?, how- 
ever, a difference of opinion on this sub- 
Seed Tie- practical ones, masters of 
steamboats and pilots Included, who 
make a study of the peculiarities of -the 
currents of Urn Mississippi, know that 
the bottom follows the surface In nearly 
all the shoal places, and that frequently, 
when the river is at medium heigh', 
there is usually less navi sable water In It, 
than when It is comparatively low. 

As an illustration of what I mean. In 
August, 1K30, there were but nine and 
one-half feet of water between New Or- 
leans and Vlcksburg. but on October 10, 
after the river had fallen thirteen feet, the 
soundings showed that there were eleven 
and one-half feet in the chunac), or two 
feet more than there was when the river 
was thirteen fiet higher. 

Ilia a fact well established that the 
building of levees has had considerable 
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lotto in infftteneing the cut rents ol the 
rlvcT. Fur instance, in 183ft, during my 
first sceumtuaifng on th<- Mississippi, 
there wef no levees above Rod Elver, and 
at that time there were but six and noe- 
hulf feet of water in the channel. The 
steamer Hatches! ffOt aground at Natchex 
Island nod lay there twit months unable 
tn pet oil. Yet, niter nnflfllnj; tevees 
along the rtver In 1835, with the surface 
eighteen Inches lower than it was in 1850, 
ili'-n- were nine feet of wuI.it in the chan- 
nel. And. then, :i train, there hits, of late 
years, been iwtlce&blt quite a change tn 
).!],■ sp"rd f<f tip' riim-nr in the main 
channel in times of II 1. 

Before the jetties were planlc<I, wfean 
the river was at Hood height, the Horrent 
moved a llul • fraction over four miles an 
hour. The officer In commend of the 
rteatsege, which whs lyion at New Or* 
J«M1S daring the flootfot 1683, logged the 
river frequently at, that lime, but did not 
detect ft current that exceeded a fraction 
over three mites an hour. 

Previous to the consideration of the 
Jetties, the Southwest Pass carried off 53 
per cent, nf the water from the river, the 
Pass-a-1 Outre H*i per cent, and the South 
Pass, which Is now used for navigation, 
carried off hut VI p« cent, The Westi rn 
Metropolis went out of PftS»-ft ('Outre in 
IKi'l drawing over twenty-one feet, of 
water. There Is hut five feet of water 
i hi -re now. The Southwest Pass has 
shoaled nine fee*, whilst tin s-mth Pass, 
which was the narrowest ol' the three, has 
ineri'aseil its depth fourteen feet. The 
volume of water as discharged during 
Hood pressure I do nut think Is exceeding 
three- fifths of what It was before. The 
water is. therefore* bucked uji in th<* 



river, and continues to rise until tt breaks 
the leyeea and overflows the country. 

When tie 1 WAtni is running down faster 
than it Gun he discharged at the mouth 
then' must of necessity be acontlBUons 
accumulation in the river, which will 
cause it. to swell until ii breaks uwts the 
staunches! and hiirhesi levees; hence, 
there is bui one relief, v {'(.'■ get the watei 
i 'HI "I" 1 ll r ■ ci-i-r, and liliewi.se hill, ,,ue 

w«y to afford this relief — make a practical 
application of the outlet system. There 
are some who assert that by making rut 
"ifs. .so as to straighten the channel of the 
vivev. reduce the amminl of fraction, and 
accelerate the flow, the reciufred felled 
might be obtained, But this is nil the 
must utter folly. 

lli'tn u Vieksburg and New Orleans- 

[mm time to time, man; cnt-nffs have 
been in ode. At False River thirty miles 
were chopper! off, At Rn.ceuurd SIB miles, 
Red fiver 10. Homaehitta SO, < Concordia 

83, Luke St. Jnb| II'. Cole's f'i k 18, 

UfceSt. Peter 12, take Ilntin in. Lake 
St. Joseph 25. Late Palmyra 34, Lalo- 
Vick 8, making fa all 231 miles which 
have been cut away, and yet the distance 

!.i''',\ n Vlokshurg and New Orleans is 

the sawio lo-day us It was a hundred years 
ago. As the river shortens itself in one 

place, ii always lengthens out at. an- 
iilh"i\ Tii' T.- ai'. places when- I can run 
ten or twelve miles and not I ouch a point 
where the rivet was forty years ago. 

At th<- mouth of Red Rlvr the water 
is stagnant and has almost entirely ceased 
to 'li, charge into the Mississippi. Now, 
the fact, of the matter Is, the pent up 
Waters tlf the hitler stream have backed 
up to the Red River So us to force the 
entire Itow through the 0iit-'>f! into tin- 
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Alchnfalaya, whither lb- Mississippi will 
soon How, unless somi> steps arc Imme- 
diately tiiki'Q to prevent it, 

Ai present the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi is Mush up to (he flood mark .- ■ r ■ ■ - in 
places running over the banks in In the 
Gulf, Thi 1 jetties are nine miles long and 
iibnut I4U to 160 yards wiile. At the 
hem) (if tile Puss there is a very decided 
acceleration at the current caused Uy liie 
funnel-like concentration. Here the play 
of the riVBr between extreme high mid 
low water (S but. tour feet. As you go up 
the stream this margin Is constantly In- 
creased. At this port, for instance, it is 
sixteen liel, si Natchez fifty and so oh. 
About March 1st, with the water quite 
Hush up to thO (lOOd lint! at the iiujulh. it 

lacked bat three feet ul' being at the high 
' water mark here. To giTO mi Idea of my 

meaning, the following, compiled about 
March I si. (885, wilt fully explain, be- 
ginning at Memphis nwl following ihe 
steam down; At Memphis It was but 
10£ feet above low water, whilst at He- 
lena it was 15, at Yieksburg 28. tit HI. Jots 
24|, at Natchez 32, at Red River IM}. and 
at Port Ulckey It wls '.it feet above low 
water mark; 

Judging from the above figured it 
would appear to a man of ordinary intel- 
ligence that a rise had begun at the 
month i\( the river act was traveling up 
towards the head, 

In conclusion. I would state that I am 
totally opposed to the present system of 
improving the river I am opposed to 
driving piles in iis channel, obstructions 

between the banks of ihe river, or other- 
wise checking or re'aniing the free How i f 



water I'l'niu ttti' way hi which nature has 
directed. 

[ am opposed to bridges, piers or tow- 
ers, as cunstrueleil in »r across the si ream, 
nr to the depositing rjf stone or other clap 
trap at the bottom of the river. 3n ISfti 
the river at Cincinnati reached Ihe un- 
pre ftdented height uf {',?, iret,. No such 
!•!.■■- ., '■ ■ '.■'■!• ex- [ii'i-ii'ric-d alter until Feb- 
ruary las', when the gunge indicated the 
appalling figures, 71 feet, which was an 
incv'.s'-"!' Mglll leel over the great rise of 
1832, and yet, strange to say, it did not 
reach nor was it felt us far down as Radii, 
cah. Now. all this is attributable to the 
artificial wwk at and around Cinciniiaii. 
which, according to iv rough estimate, 
checks jnsr uric-fourth of the flow of 
water at Cincinnati. 

I am in favor of rem living from the 
channel all wrecks, snugs and logs around 
which sediment, drift, etc, constantly 
accumulates. Stopping up the channel, 
and in time forming Islands and sand 
bars, which are destructive Ui navigation. 
I believe in the building and mainte- 
nance of levees as indispensable adjuncts 
u> the Jmprovcnieri: of navigation tn (he 
Mississippi, They me a (vrotoetioa to the 
rich alluvial lands behind them; they an 1 
a saowuwd against danger; they aid. 
assist and encourage navigation, and 
without them no Interest Is secured, and 
the Mississ ppl is i ann less anil treach- 
erous. 

la line, I desire to have It understood 
that I am Cor levees first, last and all the 
lime. Itespeetl'tiUv. 

T. [», LEATHERS 



LET JUSTICE BE DONE. 

GovKHNOK Fisiiiiaik's Appeai, to tub Pbksident — Airrici .km ymni Oaitain T, P. 

I.KA'I Ill.ltS. l;TO. , StlOWlNli CoMl.t'SlVELY THK Fau.aiY 
HP T II U A 1 . 1 . L K \ r. r. S V IT It H , 



Litti.i; Roi ■);. Ark.. June 10. 
To His Excellency, Gruver Cleveland— 
Mr. Piesident: The repealed and devas- 
tating overflows i if hnir 11 million acres of 
In nils In tills Slut'', Missouri and Louisi- 
ana, in view nt the past history of oar 
national legislation, have assumed (he 
nature of a tinllnniil disgrace. If not of a 
national Grime. The .Mississippi River 
and Its tributaries. If pnoperij' managi d, 
niriT 15.000 miles i if fffeu navigation lo 
more than hu.lt of the people and nearly 
two-thlnls nt Die area ui' the United 
Stales, excluding Alaska. The htatos 
urn I Territories drained by their waters 
an- the must fertile hi the world, and 
> ield three-fourths at the agricultural 
unit meal products tit our Union. These 

I1H\ Igable walers an; by OOJT llkWt placid 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
national government, and are the free and 
natural nutlets for ihe enormous traillo of 
this vast area. Yet, during the past 
thirty nr forty years our National Legis- 
lature has given nearly 300,000,000 acres 
id' our public Ian i Is ami nearly $100,000,- 
000 of public money In private corpora- 
lliins with which to construct artificial 
highways to he owned by private indi- 
viduals, while disgracefully neglecting 
i.hi ->e tih! ural water highways, which be- 



long to all the people, and lo foster which 
is demanded by every obligation < if na- 
tional duty, as well us rvrry consideration 
of national policy. Owing lo this ne- 
glect the piiiple of these StAt«S and Ter- 
ritories are not only forced to transport 
products of their labor over these artifi- 
cial and private highways at such a great 
cist in buth producer and consumer n« in 
many instances to amount to positive In- 
hlbilinti*, but all iilnui> the alluvial lands 
hindering upon the streams, the homes of 
the people are left without protection 
against these frequent Inundaliuns, which 
aiv producing go much and such shocking 
destitution and distress. 

It Is estimated that 500,000 acres of 
Cultivated lands on the west bank of the 
Mississippi River are under water fur the 
third time within fifteen months, and 
more than 50,000 people have been for the 
llitril time within this period robbed of 
the products of their toil until positive 
want stares them In the face, If one-half 
the money which Congress has given to 
j.nwite rail 'oad s hud been expended upon 
these natural high ways not only would 
we have free and ample navigation along 
all these navigable streams throughout 
the year, but these unhappy people would 
have been spared these disastrous over* 
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flows. Yet to the 250 miles along the St. 
Francis front In this Slate and Missouri 
only $304,000 have been allotted Ent levees. 
a sum sn ludicrously Imuletjunti its to 
constitute n disgraceful mockery, 

1 can not but feel, sir, that I should be 
wauling in duty to the unfortunate vic- 
tims of this shameful neglect ll' i were to 
fail to call public attention, as well as 
that of your administration, to this crim- 
inal dereliction on the part or Congress, 
which seems in have legislated for many 
years past In the Interest of the various 
corporations, rather than In the Interest 
of the people who elect It, Very re- 
spectfully. 1VM. M FISH BACK. 

(Signed! (iovernor of Arkansas. 



Nkw Ouwans. Jum> ai, is!»X 
h'i/iliir Daily States : 

D&AB ftnt— tetore Governor Foster, ac- 
companied by Congressmen Boatner. Rob- 
ertson am! others, took bis trip up the 
river for the purpose of Inspecting the 
levees, I requested him to examine the 
mouth of the stream ami tn stale the re- 
sult of his Investigation. I thought that 
i l. Is expose (I call it nothing else) should 
be made, but Instead of following my 
ndvlCe. be took his party up the river, 
without examining the mouth, which 1 
think is the cause of the present disas- 
trous flood. 

Now I think that It is the duty of Gov- 
ernor Foster and the same party who ac- 
companied him before, to examine the 
rher between here and the Arkansas line 
and Ascertain the causes of the present 
high stage of the water, They should 
llnd out where this water we are having 
at New Orleans Is from. It certainly has 
not passed Cairn. This expose should le 



made to the people of the Valley. I have 
always lavored levees as a means of pro- 
tection for the Valley, and If you will 
draw out the water from the river and 
make the outflow greater than the inilow 
there will never be any danger of over- 
flow. Now, from my observations of the 
river (and 1 have been constantly on It for 
over half a Century J. 1 can safely sft.V 
that I have never seen less waler come 
down tie- stream iniwelve months than 
has bi en the case during the last year. 
The people must have relief or they musl 
abandon Ihe Valley. A man does not 
gel his information of lie- river at school, 
a)l the knowledge he can gain of It Is by 
observation. Whenever I sis- men who 
profess to know more about the river than 
pilots ai>d steamboat capiatns who have 
spenl their lives on It. ( look upon them 
sim pi v as educated fools. I believe from 
the boHom of my heart that If the outlet, 
plan now before th>- Senate la appro veil it 
will be successful and will not cost the 
people or trovernment tine dollar. The 
projectors propose tn bur the right at 
way. protect the people fwm overflow and 
reduce the good lines at New Orleans, 
Yicksbure, Memphis and Hutro. Ofi&rging 
only for the reduction of the Hood Uses 
I am so positive of the success of the 
Idea that I will Invest every dollar 1 have 
In It. I hope that this will sallsfv the 
levee cranks as to my feelings in the mat- 
ter and be the means of securing dry 
crotind for my friends In toe Valley. If 
the outlet plan 1 speak of is approved at 
the nexl Congress, we would lie able in 
relieve the p>-oj,]e of the rireisnre of hlgti 
waler In tin* lower Mississippi nextsum- 
miM'. The matter should he attended In 
without rlfUl Kespecuiillv. 

T P LFA.TBEUS. 
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WHERE rS THE WA C£K COMIXG 
F&OM P 
Ni.w Qhlkakb. June 22. 1 sir^ . 

A'tlilnr tliiihi Sbitra; 

Urcvn Sin— 1 have i-iillnl on the engin- 
eers sad other partes charged with the 

ilniy of p- I'fcci tn« nuil maintaining the 
niMevse system, and have In rain endeav- 
ored id ascertain tbe causes r>[ the present 
high wni it in i lii.'. lower Mississippi River. 
The wider )n tbe rivers that feed I lie 
mighty Nurlli American stn-nn. tln-'Mn".-. 
Missouri, Tennessee, tic , Is. uml hits 
In <■». hi 11 low singe, mill hence the Mis- 
sissippi could not lie allocl'd by these 
rivers If the water In the great Father 
■ ■ r Waters has reached such n. hijrli of age 
without tie- 1 nid of Us tributary streams-, 
spreading devastation and ruin every- 
where, what would be the remit of swol- 
len tivei s among those that How into iiic 
Mississippi? M. would be loo hoiriuii- to 

rnuli'tii|iliile. 1'uless we uidn what, tins 
been done at lilt; ti mil ill uf i he river lo 
prevent tlui Hnw of wiib-r. or provido 
millets lo attain l»ds etui, we must surely 
abandon th« Valley. Respectfully. 

T. V. LEATHERS, 



The Union Roagn Truth draws the fol- 
lowing graphic picture of the tii'solatlon 
mid nil a now wrought annually by the 

;il] -levee pulley: 

■■Tin- Mississippi River Commission 
has adhere'! to it system which annually 
brings terror to ihe kiwej Valley, and 
regularly devaf lutes targe, sections of allu- 

vial eiiuiiii'y. Uin.'i' ;i jcar tin- people be- 
hind the levees forsake all other ocenpn- 
i I.jUs. -nul for a nionl ti ur I wo devote I heft 



energies and their money to light the 
Hoods, knowing that somebody must be 

ruined, but each Imping thai lit.' will cv 
cape by superhuman exertion. They are 
nn more protected than a city which is 
subjected perpetually to siege by a foreign 
foe, with the absulule certainly that there 
will from lime to lime be a breach in the 
wails somewhere, to be followed by rapine 
and plunder i if at least a portion ol the 
inhabitants. Then- is mi security ami no 
protection where such a condition ex bis. 
The mv.il walls may be piled higher ami 
higher, and nunle stronger mid sLrougtr. 
but the Hoods vvl 11 continue to break the 
barriers until there will be no n< eil of ai- 
gument to prove the tuiiucy or iio- aiJ- 
Ievea system in the fact of Insurmouu ta- 
ble facts. The persistent purpose of the- 
orists lo thwart the laws of risiun- [n 
controlling the mighty volume of w&Ur 
which flows dnwo in the tiulf by Hie 
great river Is already rebuked oy bursting 
barriers and Incresstd Hoods, and u. is 
nnly a question of tune when practical 

Ideas must be adopted In a change Of the 
system to a combination of outlets and 
levee j as the only means of giving relief. 
The present system Is a failure. The 
problem now presented is whether we 
shall provide a judicious and comprehen- 
sive plan of outlets to relieve tbe leusjon 
of the Howls with the least injury to ripa- 
rian properly, or continue the system 
which results In crevasses at random. 
fiirci'il outlets which devastate fields, do. 
ateoy glowing crops And ruin proprietors' 
besides necessitating the expend Hun- ol 
milliinia of money to meet emergencies 

resulting from a fnlse system." 



